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The Chinese Arbitration Law was published in 1994, and the backwards of this 
legislation has been increasingly manifest during the arbitration practice. The 
perfection of the system of judicial review of arbitration is a significant issue drawing 
particular interest from scholars. The research object of this dissertation is the system 
of judicial review of international commercial arbitral awards, which is an important 
part of the system of judicial review of arbitration. 
The study perspective of this dissertation is the “adjustment mode” of system of 
judicial review of international commercial arbitral awards. The adjustment mode of 
legal system can be divided into “legalism” mode and “autonomism” mode. Under the 
“legalism” mode, the legal system is composed of mandatory rules, and the parties are 
prevented to change or preclude the applicable rules; “autonomism” mode means the 
legal system consists of voluntary rules, which could be changed or precluded by the 
parties’ agreements. 
The current Chinese system of judicial review of international commercial 
arbitral awards adopts single “legalism” mode, and such arrangement is incompatible 
with the development of international arbitration practice. This paper holds that the 
adjustment mode of current Chinese legislation should be altered. The Chinese system 
of judicial review of international commercial arbitral awards should choose the 
mixed mode of combining legalism with autonomism to make use of their own 
advantages. In other words, the system of judicial review of international commercial 
arbitral awards in China should be composed by mandatory rules and voluntary rules.  
In specific proposals for reform, this paper puts forward that, the transformation 
of adjustment mode is indeed an emphasis of the reform; however, since judicial 
review system is made up of specific rules, the transformation of adjustment mode 
must be combined with the perfection of specific rules to really achieve the goal of 
reform. Therefore, the reform of the system of judicial review of international 














alteration of adjustment mode, meanwhile, take the improvement of specific rules as 
the particular approach. The transformation of mode and the improvement of rules 
can be implemented by two steps: the first step is perfecting the legal rules, and the 
second step is introducing autonomous rules. Legal rules are used to refer to the 
specific regulations which provide the means, procedure and scope of juridical review 
of international commercial arbitral awards; while the autonomous rules refer to the 
rules that indicate when, where and how the parties’ may change or preclude the 
application of legal rules. The system of judicial review of international arbitral 
awards will be comprised of mandatory rules and voluntary rules through these two 
steps. At the same time, the legalism mode and autonomism mode will bring out the 
best together and the stability and flexibility of the system will be taken into balanced 
account. 
The main part of this dissertation divides into five chapters without the 
introduction and conclusion. Chapter I elaborates the fundamental theoretical basis of 
the whole paper. Specifically, this chapter includes four levels of content: the 
summary of the basic principle of judicial review system of international commercial 
arbitral awards; the analysis on the current adjustment mode of judicial review system 
of international commercial arbitral awards; the reflection and reconstruction of the 
present adjustment mode of judicial review system of international commercial 
arbitral awards; and the introduction of the reform background and innovation 
approach of Chinese relevant legislation. 
Chapter II, III, IV and V compose the individual part of this paper. This part 
focuses on the revision of specific regulations from micro perspective. Particularly, 
Chapter II discusses the means of judicial review of international commercial arbitral 
awards; Chapter III and Chapter IV research the procedural rules of judicial review of 
international commercial arbitral awards; and Chapter V studies the scope of judicial 
review of international commercial arbitral awards respectively. The frameworks of 
these four chapters are basically similar. At first, introduce the current legal rules in 
various countries, including major institutional framework, specific legal rules and 














different rules on the basis of examination on legal concept, specific rules and the 
judicial practice, and rethink the revision of the adjustment mode of particular 
regulations; then turn to study the reform of current Chinese legislation, analyzing the 
shortage of present legal rules and reflecting the single and rigid adjustment mode of 
current system; finally, put forward practical proposal to reform the Chinese 
legislation from two separate aspects: perfecting legal rules and introducing 
autonomous rules. 
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